
Question 46: Phàasàa and Pháasaă  (20 pts) 

Shan (native term: Phàasàa Tái,  ) and Lao (native term: Pháasaă 

Láaw, ພາສາລາວ) are Tai languages from Southeast Asia. 

Shan is spoken in Myanmar and Thailand by about 3 million people, and 
Lao is spoken in Laos and Thailand by about 20 million. They are quite 
closely related, but are essentially mutually incomprehensible due to 
grammatical changes in both languages. Similarly, they are both written in 
writing systems that descend from the ancient Sanskrit script Brahmi, but 
these writing systems have rather different ways of marking the same 
sounds. The Shan writing system is a modification of the alphabet used by 
Burmese and Mon, whereas the Lao script is a streamlined form of the 
Thai alphabet.  
Note: the diacritics (accent marks) above the Shan and Lao vowels in the 
English transcription of the native terms for the two languages shown 
above serve to mark tone. The doubled vowels indicate long vowels.  

C1. In the data below determine what goes in the blanks in the Shan and 
Lao columns; write your answers in the answer book. (14 pts) 
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C2. Of the symbols in the table below, which do you think represent 
consonants, which vowels, and which tones? Tick the appropriate box in 
the table in your answer book. (6 pts) 

Shan (a) (b) (c) 

Lao (d) (e) (f)




