AILO Team question 2022

On the following pages is a list of the countries of the world, in Burmese (spoken in Burma:
both the country and the language are now known as Myanmar), listed in order of
population (as per the UN survey of July 2018). Your task is, in part, to discover the English
names of the countries. The right-most column offers a further clue.

Note that the Burmese names are not a direct letter-for-letter transliteration, as the names
are often adapted to the Burmese phonetic system. And of course some parts of some
country names are actually translated. Burmese is not normally written with spaces
between words, but these have been introduced in multi-word country names to further
help you. Also, you should note that the Burmese names for two of its near neighbours are
quite different from their English names: China is [tarot], while Thailand is (roughly)
[thongningna]. The other names are more or less phonetically equivalent (except, somewhat
bizarrely, Togo which is [thwaran], and where elements have been translated, as already
mentioned). As a small hint, Burmese has tones (high, low, and extra-low, called “creaky”):
the diacritic :* and the symbol s are both tone markers, and so can be ignored.

As a further hint, some countries have official names a bit different from the names given
. .. C c OCo .
here. For example No. 1 is officially 00§00 @E)ﬁ&% oul-{eatlele while No. 56 has the

.. C OC o . C [oX~}
similar name 02§01 VYOSCC. Nos. 28 and 52 are sometimes called co>0C (Dﬂ:mz
C [oX~] . . . .
[=3uslep) (2820003 respectively. And as a final hint, a few flags have been included.
You probably won’t have time to match up all the names, for which in any case only 30% of
the marks for this question are awarded. Matching the country names is only a pathway to

the further aim of finding about the Burmese phonetic and writing systems. The remaining
marks are awarded for your answers to the following questions:

1. Several of the country names are given in English (Numbers 59, 113, 156, 161,178,
183, 186,195, 197, 199). What do you think their Burmese names will be? Write your
answers in Burmese script.

2. What are the following words in Burmese? Write your answer in Burmese script.
Also indicate how you think it may be pronounced, as far as you can tell.

a. and b. north c. south d. republic

3. Describe what you have discovered about the Burmese writing system. As well as a
list of the characters and their pronunciation, describe the general way the writing
system works.

4. Similarly, describe any major differences you think you can discover from this list
about the differences between the English and Burmese sound systems, notably (a)
any sound contrasts or combinations that occur in English but not Burmese, or (b)
vice versa (ie contrasts in Burmese that do not occur in English). By means of a clue,
the way you would discover these would be names that you might expect to share



some of the same letters, but which do not. You might not be able to tell if this is

because of (a) or (b), but you will get credit for the observation.
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